




CITY OF GARDNER, MASSACHUSETTS 
CITY COUNCIL FINANCE COMMITTEE  

MINUTES OF MEETING OF MARCH 30, 2021 

 

3-30-2021 Finance Committee Meeting Minutes Page 1 of 7 

The Finance Committee meeting was called to order remotely by Council President Elizabeth 
Kazinskas at 8:00 a.m. Finance Committee Members Councillors Ronald Cormier and James 
Walsh were also present via Zoom. 
 

President Kazinskas announced that pursuant to Governor Baker’s March 12, 2020 Order 
Suspending Certain Provisions of the Open Meeting Law, G.L. c. 30A, §20, and the Governor’s 
March 15, 2020 Order imposing strict limitation on the number of people that may gather in 
one place, this meeting of the Finance Committee will be conducted via remote participation 
on Zoom. The audio recording, transcript, or other comprehensive record of proceedings will 
be posted on the City’s website as soon as possible after the meeting and the meeting is being 
broadcast live on Gardner’s YouTube Channel. 
 

Also participating remotely were Mayor Michael Nicholson; Auditor John Richard; Senior 
Citizen’s Director Mike Ellis; City Solicitor John Flick; Athletic Director Dan Forte; Health 
Director Lauren Saunders and, City Clerk Titi Siriphan.   
 

1-1 Review and Approval of the Meeting Minutes. 
On a motion by Councillor Ronald Cormier and seconded by Councillor James Walsh, 
on call of the roll, it was voted to waive reading and to accept the Finance Committee 
Meeting Minutes of February 23, 2021 and March 4, 2021, as printed.   
 

2-1 An Order Appropriating $4,000.00 from Free Cash to City Clerk’s Professional Services 
Account. 

 Mayor Nicholson informed the committee that the former City Clerk, Alan Agnelli 
has been coming in to assist the new Clerk in learning all the ropes in terms of 
reporting, procedures and processes that go along with that technical office. 

• We have exhausted the amount of funding that was in the budget to allow the 
professional service provided by our former City Clerk 

• It has been a big help to the City Clerk’s Office 
• The city is being reimbursed for forty thousand dollars due to a report that Mr. 

Agnelli was able to run for us regarding the different election costs in the past 
year for early voting, mail in voting, and things in that nature 
 

On a motion by Councillor Ronald Cormier and seconded by Councillor James Walsh, 
on call of the roll, it was voted to recommend to the City Council that the following 
Order ought to pass: 

 
AN ORDER APPROPRIATING A SUM OF MONEY FROM FREE CASH TO CITY 
CLERK’S PROFESSIONAL SERVICES ACCOUNT. 

 
ORDERED: That there be and is hereby appropriated the sum of Four Thousand Dollars 
and No Cents ($4,000.00) from Free Cash to the City Clerk’s Professional Services 
Account. 
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2-2 An Order Transferring $26,400.00 from Municipal Recreation Department, Playground 
Staff Salaries to Minor Equipment Expenditures. 

 Mayor Nicholson informed the committee that Athletic Director Dan Forte was 
present for the meeting and that this was his transfer request as well.  

• He stated that this appropriation is for the salaries that were appropriated in 
the current fiscal year budget for the summer staff.  

• The city runs a summer program for the students in the city. They did not 
have the program last year so they did not hire the staff. 

• Since that money was not expended last year and is not going to be expended 
by the end of the fiscal year, Director Forte thought it would be a prudent idea 
to use this funding to purchase the one-time materials that are needed to run a 
successful program for equipment, supplies and things of that nature.  

 
On a motion by Councillor James Walsh and seconded by Councillor Ronald Cormier, 
on call of the roll, it was voted to recommend to the City Council that the following 
Order ought to pass: 

 
AN ORDER TRANSFERRING APPROPRIATIONS FROM MUNICIPAL 
RECREATION DEPARTMENT, PLAYGROUND STAFF SALARIES TO MINOR 
EQUIPMENT EXPENDITURES. 
 
ORDERED: That there be and is hereby transferred the appropriations sum of 
Twenty-six Thousand Four Hundred Dollars and No Cents ($26,400.00) from 
Municipal Recreation Department, Playground Staff Salaries to Minor Equipment 
Expenditures. 
 

2-3 A Resolution to create a revolving account for the Gardner Municipal Recreation 
Department.  
Mayor Nicholson informed the committee that we have been receiving several 
donations for the recreation department over the past two years. The issue is that we 
don’t have an account to deposit said donations into. Right now if they deposit 
donations, they fall into the general fund because there is no dedicated account for 
those donations. He would like to create an account for those donations so that the 
donations are used to fund further recreation department programs. 
 
On a motion by Councillor James Walsh and seconded by Councillor Ronald Cormier, 
on call of the roll, it was voted to recommend to the City Council that the following 
Resolution ought to pass: 
 
MUNICIPAL RECREATION DEPARTMENT REVOLVING FUND   M.G.L. CH.44, 
S.53E ½  
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VOTED : To authorize and direct the City Treasurer to establish a revolving fund in 
accordance with M.G.L. Chapter 44, section 53E ½  for salaries and expenses for the 
City of Gardner Municipal Recreation Department. 
 
Monies received from camp fees and donations shall be credited to this fund. As per 
M.G.L., interest earned on this fund shall be treated as general fund revenue. 
 
The Municipal Recreation Department is authorized to expend from this fund and is 
limited to a total amount not to exceed any available balance or fifty thousand dollars 
($50,000.00), whichever is less. 
 
The Municipal Recreation Department shall report annually to the Mayor and City 
Council the total amount of receipts and expenditures for the prior fiscal year and for 
the current fiscal year through December 31st, along with any other information that 
City Council may by vote require. 
 
In the event this fund is not reauthorized for the following fiscal year or the city 
changes the purpose of the revolving fund, the balance in the fund shall revert to 
surplus revenue, unless City Council and the Mayor vote to transfer the funds to 
another revolving fund established in accordance with M.G.L. Chapter 44, section 
53E ½.  
 

3-1 A Measure Confirming the City Clerk’s Appointment of John Olivari to the position of 
Assistant City Clerk, for term expiring 3/15/2024. 

 The City Clerk informed the committee that Mr. Olivari appointment has expired and 
that this was a reappointment. 

 
 On a motion by Councillor James Walsh and seconded by Councillor Ronald Cormier, 

on call of the roll, it was voted to recommend that the City Council confirm the City 
Clerk’s Appointment of John Olivari to the position of Assistant City Clerk. 
 

3-2  A Measure Confirming the Mayor’s Appointment of Marcelle S. Cormier to the 
position of Board of Registrars, Member, for term expiring 3/15/2024. 

 Councillor Ronald Cormier recused himself from voting on this appointment due to a 
possible conflict of interest. 

 
 Mayor Nicholson informed the committee that this was a reappointment to the Board 

of Registrars. 
 
 On a motion by Councillor Walsh and seconded by President Kazinskas, on call of the 

roll, it was voted to recommend that the City Council confirm the Mayor’s 
Appointment of Marcelle Cormier to the position of Board of Registrars. 



CITY OF GARDNER, MASSACHUSETTS 
CITY COUNCIL FINANCE COMMITTEE  

MINUTES OF MEETING OF MARCH 30, 2021 

 

3-30-2021 Finance Committee Meeting Minutes Page 4 of 7 

3-3 A Measure Confirming the Mayor’s Appointment of Ronald D. Darmetka to the 
position of Council on Aging, Member, for term expiring 4/16/2022. 

 Mayor Nicholson informed the committee that this was a new appointment, but Mr. 
Darmetka has been serving as an alternative member of the Council on Aging. He will 
be replacing Jeffrey Nelson who has been a member of the Council on Aging for quite 
some time, however, due to a medical condition, he has had to resign from his 
position. 

 
On a motion by Councillor Ronald Cormier and seconded by Councillor James Walsh, 
on call of the roll, it was voted to recommend that the City Council confirm the 
Mayor’s Appointment of Ronald Darmetka to the position of Council on Aging. 
 

3-4 A Measure Confirming the Mayor’s Appointment of Michael F. Ellis to the position of 
Senior Citizen’s Director, for term expiring 3/15/2024. 

 Mayor Nicholson informed the committee that this was coming to the end of Mr. 
Ellis’s temporary 60 day appointment. He said that Mr. Ellis comes from an extensive 
hospital background, he has been involved in several services and outreach program, 
and he has done an excellent job during his 60 day temporary appointment.  
 
On a motion by Councillor Ronald Cormier and seconded by Councillor James Walsh, 
on call of the roll, it was voted to recommend that the City Council confirm the 
Mayor’s Appointment of Michael F. Ellis to the position of Senior Citizen’s Director. 
 

5-1 A Measure Authorizing the City to Enter into Contract Not to Exceed Five Years for 
Solid Waste Removal. 

 Mayor Nicholson informed the committee that under Massachusetts General Law 
requires that any contract that is over three years, it must receive council approval. 
That is the maximum that the executive department can enter into. The reason they 
look into a five year contract for several of their programs because it tends to reduce 
the cost associated with the service.  

  
On a motion by Councillor James Walsh and seconded by Councillor Ronald Cormier, 
on call of the roll, it was voted to recommend to the City Council that the following 
Order ought to pass: 
 
AUTHORIZING A FIVE-YEAR CONTRACT PERIOD FOR SOLID WASTE 
REMOVAL 
 
VOTED: To authorize the City to enter into a contract not to exceed five (5) years to 
provide solid waste removal, pursuant to the provisions of Massachusetts General Law, 
Chapter 30B, section 12 and under the terms outlined in the memorandum from the 
Purchasing Agent to the Mayor. 
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5-2 A Measure Authorizing Acceptance of Donations and Gifts for Use by Gardner 
Recreation Department. 

 Mayor Nicholson informed the committee that $8,800 was raised by Lynn Sayarath. 
Mrs. Sayarath is the field hockey coach at the high school. She ran a 4x4x48 in which 
every four hours she ran four miles for 48 hours straight, and she collected sponsorship 
for the work that she was doing. She would stop at different places in the city during 
her four mile run every time in order to help promote this program. This measure 
would be to accept the donation and eventually deposit it into the account that was 
recommended by the Finance Committee earlier, if that account is adopted by the 
council.   

 
On a motion by Councillor Ronald Cormier and seconded by Councillor James Walsh, 
on call of the roll, it was voted to recommend to the City Council that the following 
Order ought to pass: 

 
ACCEPTANCE OF DONATIONS AND GIFTS GARDNER RECREATION 
DEPARTMENT 
 
VOTED: That the City of Gardner is authorized to accept certain donations and gifts 
for use by the Gardner Recreation Department, said acceptance in accordance with the 
provisions of Chapter 44, Section 53A ½ of the General Laws. 

 
5-3 A Measure Authorizing Acceptance of Donations and Gifts for Use by Public Health 

Department. 
 Mayor Nicholson informed the committee that this was a donation of 77 gallons of 

hand sanitizer from Aubuchon Hardware as well as 22 pairs of garden gloves. He stated 
that the best department to receive the donation would be the Public Health 
Department and they will determine where to distribute the items. 

 
On a motion by Councillor Ronald Cormier and seconded by Councillor James Walsh, 
on call of the roll, it was voted to recommend to the City Council that the following 
Order ought to pass: 

 
ACCEPTANCE OF DONATIONS AND GIFTS PUBLIC HEALTH DEPARTMENT 
 
VOTED: That the City of Gardner is authorized to accept certain donations and gifts 
for use by the Public Health Department, said acceptance in accordance with the 
provisions of Chapter 44, Section 53A ½ of the General Laws. 
 

5-4 A Measure Authorizing Acceptance of Donations and Gifts for Use by the Public Works 
Department. 
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 Mayor Nicholson informed the committee that this was a donation from the Polish 
American Veterans Chapter here in the city. He stated that the donation will be used 
to purchase a new flag pole and flag at the newly relocated site of the monument for 
the Polish American Veterans Memorial. 
 
On a motion by Councillor Ronald Cormier and seconded by Councillor James Walsh, 
on call of the roll, it was voted to recommend to the City Council that the following 
Order ought to pass: 
 
ACCEPTANCE OF DONATIONS AND GIFTS PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT 
 
VOTED: That the City of Gardner is authorized to accept certain donations and gifts 
for use by the Public Works Department, said acceptance in accordance with the 
provisions of Chapter 44, Section 53A ½ of the General Laws. 
 

6-1  A Measure Authorizing the Mayor to Sell 205-213 Main Street to the Gardner 
Redevelopment Authority.  
Mayor Nicholson informed the committee that the city was unable to purchase the dirt 
lot on Willow Street owned by the Kraskouskas family, due to being out bid by another 
buyer. The city was able to purchase the building at 205-213 Main Street for the price 
of $135,000. The Rome Realty Trust was able to relocate their tenants this past week. 
Now that that process is completed, and there are no tenants in the building, he will be 
signed the purchase and sale agreement shortly, as authorized at the December 21st 
meeting. 
 
On a motion by Councillor James Walsh and seconded by Councillor Ronald Cormier, 
on call of the roll, it was voted to recommend to the City Council that the following 
Order ought to pass: 

 
AUTHORIZING THE CITY OF GARDNER TO SELL 205-213 MAIN STREET TO THE 
GARDNER REDEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY 
 
VOTED: To authorize the Mayor to sell 205-213 Main Street further identified on the 
City of Gardner Assessor’s Map as MAP ID: M22-15-49 for $1, to the Gardner 
Redevelopment Authority and upon such terms as the Mayor shall consider proper in 
accordance with this Vote. 
 

7-1 A Measure Relative to a Disclosure by Special Municipal Employee of Financial Interest 
in a Municipal Contract as Required by G. L. c. 268A §20(d) in the Matter of Flick Law 
Group (“FLG”). 

 City Solicitor John Flick informed the committee that he recently hired Attorney 
Robert Charland as a real estate and closing attorney for Flick Law Group (“FLG”). 



CITY OF GARDNER, MASSACHUSETTS 
CITY COUNCIL FINANCE COMMITTEE  

MINUTES OF MEETING OF MARCH 30, 2021 

 

3-30-2021 Finance Committee Meeting Minutes Page 7 of 7 

Attorney Flick gave a brief introduction of Attorney Charlands experience and 
qualifications to the committee. Attorney Flick has provided a proposed contract for 
FLG to provide title services to the City on an as needed basis. If this is acceptable, a § 
20(d) ethics disclosed is also required and must be approved by the City Council. 

 
On a motion by Councillor Ronald Cormier and seconded by Councillor James Walsh, 
it was recommended to keep this matter on the Finance Committee Calendar and give 
this Measure more time. 
 

9-1 Report from the Mayor regarding the COVID-19 Grant & Expenditure Update. 
Mayor Nicholson informed the committee that this was something that he wanted to 
send to the Finance Committee as well as the City Council because there has been a lot 
of money coming into the city to aid in our pandemic response. He wanted to make the 
Council aware of what has been received in terms of funding, what the funding can 
and cannot be used for, where it may have been used in the past. There was a six (6) 
page letter that the Mayor has submitted regarding all the funding. 
 
President Kazinskas thanks the Mayor for putting this packet together. She requested 
that this information be on the city’s website for the public to see and access. 
 
Councillor James Walsh would also like to commend the Mayor for putting this packet 
together and thank the department heads, and employees of who have been involved 
in this process to maximize the items that are reimbursable or covered by grants. It has 
been a comprehensive effort.  
 
On a motion by Councillor James Walsh and seconded by Councillor Ronald Cormier, 
it was recommended that this communication be placed on file. 

 
ADJOURNMENT 
On a motion by Councillor Ronald Cormier and seconded by Councillor James Walsh, on call 
of the roll, it was voted to adjourn at 9:13 a.m. 
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